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Dairy Goats: The G.O.A.T. at Teaching 

What are dairy goats teaching me? I have been showing dairy goats for four years now, 

and I am still being taught so many things about being a leader and life itself that it amazes me. 

There are many things I need to know to be a leader, and dairy goats teach me many of the 

qualities needed for being the best one I can be. 

    At our farm, while I have been raising my animals, I have learned a lot of 

responsibility. I share this responsibility with my sisters. As the eldest sibling, I have learned to 

delegate the work with whomever is doing the job with me to create fair and equal 

responsibilities. Twice daily, I make sure all the goats are accounted for and look healthy and 

vibrant. If I do not pay attention to the goats and provide them with the proper diet with clean 

water they would not be as healthy.    

  Dairy goats have also taught me to be a problem solver if an issue should arise, which is 

likely when working with animals. Because an animal can quickly “go down hill,” I have learned 

to be adaptable to change, and notice when it is not acting normal. In doing that, I can assess the 

situation and provide medical attention to stop further problems. I have learned ethics in 

respecting life and being considerate when an animal may be in pain, is suffering, or even needs 

to be put down. Sometimes problems are an easy fix. Other times, we know we did all we could.  

Dairy goats are unique in that they teach about long standing commitments. A quality 

dairy doe can be a show and production animal for many years. I have learned the value of 

dedication to my herd through the satisfaction of seeing newborn baby goats each spring. Getting 

to watch them grow up and (possibly) become future champions through the improvements of 

our lines is such a joy.  
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 At the shows I go to with my dairy goats, I also get taught many things that are preparing 

me to be a leader. I have learned to have patience because animals are not as intelligent as we are 

and do not know that their misbehavior is an annoyance that can affect their performance in the 

ring. I have learned it is a privilege to step in and be a helper and handler for someone trusting 

me with their animal. At each show I go to, I am learning that every judge is different and each 

has his or her own preferences and to respect that. This has taught me to make sure to obtain 

knowledge about the field you are leading anyone in. I have also learned to be an effective 

communicator, so that everyone involved in showing and recording my goat knows all the 

important information about my animal. I have also learned that everyone does things their own 

way. All people make mistakes, and we are always learning. We should not be mad at someone 

for that.  

 In conclusion, I want to thank all the people that work for ADGA for getting kids 

involved in this great learning field. Being a dairy goat farmer has taught me a lot of things about 

leadership, but it has also improved my character when dealing with other living things and 

people. My experience is truly developing me into a better friend and member of my community. 

 


