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How can raising a dairy goat help prepare me to be an asset to my community? 

How can raising a dairy goat help you in life? First, owning and caring for an animal 

teaches responsibility.  Secondly, an animal gives a pleasant feeling of self-sustainability, and 

thirdly, the owner must use quick thinking frequently. These three qualities will make it easier 

later in life. 

Responsibility is much needed in life. Every day as you feed your dairy animal, you 

realize that you are responsible for keeping her in good condition and happy. Trimming hooves, 

a part of caring for an animal, takes patience and responsibility since it needs to be done 

frequently. Responsibility is needed to show up for a job every day of the week and also to take 

care of a family. When the goat needs to be bred, trying to breed out the bad qualities and 

introduce new good qualities is responsible breeding. Overall, responsibility is important in life.  

 
When a goat is milked, the milk can be either consumed or it could be made into dairy 

products like milk, butter, and cheese. This summer my mom milked four of our goats and we 

drank the milk. We tasted the difference from the pasteurized cow milk from the store, and the 

sweet creamy flavor of fresh goat’s milk. The feeling of self-sustainability, such as when you 

have a garden, feels good. When you milk a goat, you get the milk plus the companionship of the 

goat. Every spring when the goat kids, you can either sell the kids, or add them to the herd. The 

feeling of self-sustainability is a good feeling about yourself, that you have a homegrown 

product to enjoy. 

 
Quick thinking is another skill owning a dairy goat gives. Last spring in February we had 

four goats have kids in our big red goat barn. On a Monday we were on our way home from 

school when we stopped by the goat barn. Nellie, a two-year-old black Nigerian Dwarf had just 
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kidded. She had quads, two of them were up and shivering, a black and white doeling, and a 

mostly white buckling. Another of the kids, a buckskin buckling, looked like it was dying, so my 

mom took it to the house. She managed to get the goat’s temperature up, and he perked right up. 

Unfortunately, the last kid was stillborn. Quick thinking has saved more than one of our goats. 

When an animal gets out of the pen, you must get it before it eats something that it shouldn’t. At 

work in the future, if something bad happens, quick thinking could make a big difference. 

Thinking quickly is another good thing owning any animal teaches you. 

 
Just owning a goat can help you learn many good things that can help you in life. Self-

sustainability could help you when you need to make something yourself, or if there ever is a 

food shortage, you could take care of your own food needs. A dairy goat can be a very nice 

friend or companion since they always act cheerful. These are some of the good qualities that 

owning a dairy goat can teach you. 

 


