
Lessons I’ve Learned While Raising Dairy Goats 
 

Hard work, responsibility, saving and valuing money, showing kindness, and 

being a good sport are all lessons I’ve learned in the 6 years I’ve been raising and 

showing dairy goats. I am responsible for taking care of my dairy goats every morning 

and every night. The things that I have to do are milk, feed grain and hay, fill water 

buckets, and clean out stalls. I have learned many lessons to help prepare me to be a 

leader in my community. 

 
 
Hard Work Really Does Pay Off 

 
Hard-working is for sure one of my favorite words. I feel like hard-working is very 

inspirational to me, because it keeps me going throughout the day. It is very important to 

put your best effort into working with your goats to make sure they stay healthy and to 

do good in the showring. It seems to me that the judge can always always tell when you 

have not worked with your goats. In life you need to have a dream or goal, stick with it, 

and complete it by working hard. 

 
 
Responsibility 

 
At first it was very intimidating to me to be solely responsible for my goats. Sure, 

my mom and dad help me when I need them, however, it is up to me to make sure they 

are always fed, milked, and well taken care of. I like having this responsibility and feel 



that my goats are well behaved in the showring for me because I’m the one taking care 

of them. 

 
 
Saving and Valuing Money 

 
With my dairy goat project I learned how to save and value money. It is very 

important to make sure your dairy goats have good nutrition. In order to do that, I have 

to buy goat feed 3 times a month. I have to find ways to make money then go and buy 

the goat feed. The ways that I make money are to make soap and sell it, work at my 

pop-pops and uncle's dairy farm, sell feed bag tote bags, and help others feed their 

animal projects. My parents help me plan a monthly budget for feed and goat expenses. 

 
 
Showing Kindness 

 
There are a lot of ways that you can show kindness but some of the things that I 

do to show kindness is to help others if needed. I help other 4-Hers who want to get 

started with showing dairy goats. I also help other 4-Hers show their animals if they 

have more than one animal in the ring. In real life, you have to be kind in school and be 

kind all around. 

 
 
Being a Good Sport 

 
Showing dairy goats has taught me a lot about being a good sport. If you lose 

then you lose, you have to lose a little to win! I always try to congratulate the exhibitors 

who did win. If I win, I also try to congratulate the ones who placed lower than me. 



Being a good sport will also help in real life because if you don’t get your way 

sometimes you just have to work with what you have. 

 
All of these lessons I’ve learned while raising my dairy goats will help me be a 

good leader. It is important to work hard in life so that you can become successful. It 

is important to be responsible and proud of the work that you are doing. It is very 

important for a successful company to know how much money they are spending and 

how much they are earning. It is important to show the people around you that they 

are valued and appreciated. It is important to be a good sport and work with the 

people around you. It is also important to bring out the best in everyone that is 

working for you. Raising dairy goats has already helped me become a good leader in 

my school, 4-H club and my 4-H county. I take all of these lessons that I’ve learned, 

and apply them as the Reporter of my 4-H club, as a member of my school’s National 

Junior Honor Society, and as a 4-Her in the Queen Anne’s County 4-H Program. 

 


